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ftnE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CWMBRAN 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1949. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CWMBRAN. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1949  as  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  your  District.  It  is  drawn  up 

according  to  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  includes 
the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,850 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population  mid-1949  ...  ...  ...  12^50 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1949) 

according  to  the  Rate  Books  ...  3,293 

Rateable  Value  1/4/49  £45>843 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ...  ...  £'170 


There  has  been  a substantial  increase  in  the  estimated 
population  during  the  year  (12,660  in  1948 — 12,950  in  1949). 

The  inhabitants  of  the  district  are  mainly  engaged  in 
local  industries,  comprising  chiefly  Iron  and  Steel,  Light  Engin- 
eering, Motor  Car  Components,  Tin-Plate,  Brick  Manufacture  and 
Biscuit  making.  One  new  factory  manufacturing  machinery  for 
dairy  work  was  opened  during  the  year. 

The  decision  to  build  a new  town  at  Cwmbran  affords 
the  Council  the  opportunity  of  co-operating  with  a powerful  and 
influential  body — the  New  Town  Corporation — to  improve  the 
social  conditions  and  amenities  of  the  district. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total  Male  Female 

Live  Births — Legitimate  244  127  117 

Illegitimate  835 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated 

Resident  Population  ...  ...  ...  19.5 

Birth  Rale  of  Monmouthshire  ...  ...  18.2 

Birth  Rate  of  England  & Wales  1949  ...  16.7 


Total  Male 


Still  Births  . . ...  ...  7 

Rate  per  1,000  of  Estimated  Population 
Monmouthshire  Rate 


Female 


0-54 

0.58 


Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  120  b5  55 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated 

Resident  Population  ...  ...  ...  9.3 

ditto  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  9.5 

Monmouthshire  Death  Rate  ...  ...  12.1 

Death  Rate  for  England  & Wales  1949  ...  11.7 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Ten  Infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year. 
Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 


All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 

39-7 

Monmouthshire 

42.7 

England  & Wales 

3I 2 

I here  were  no  deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 


Cancer 


Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Diphtheria 

Diabetes 

tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 


Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Premature  Birth 

Birth  Injury  and  Congenital  Malformat 
Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Disease 

Other  Disease  of  Circulatory  System 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 


on 


Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis 


Road  Traffic  Accident 
Other  Violent  Causes 
All  Other  Causes 


M.  F. 
8 b 
1 2 


4 

— 1 

1 1 

1 2 

8 4 

18  24 

2 2 

4 2 

4 1 

2 1 

I X 

I 

0 

1 I 

o 

9 , 3 


Total  65  55 

The  incidence  of  sickness  was  fairly  normal  during  the 

year. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers.  I'he  Staff  consisted  of : — 

(a)  'I'he  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also  Medical 
Officer  for  the  No.  8 Health  Area  of  the  County  Council. 

The  duties  comprised  presentation  of  monthly  reports  to 
the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Council,  furnishing  various 
periodical  reports  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  Ministry  of 
Health,  investigating  certain  housing  complaints  and  advising  on 
questions  of  Pulbic  Health  generally,  since  the  M.O.H.  is  con- 
cerned with  any  matter  affecting  the  health  of  the  district. 

(b)  The  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  also  carries  out  the 
duties  of  Housing  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Foods.  He  holds 
the  Certificate  of  the  Sanitary  Institute  and  his  duties  are  laid 
down  in  the  Sanitary  Order,  1926. 
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w NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1940. 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  is  the  authority 
responsible  lor  the  local  Health  Services  under  Part  111  of  this  Act. 

(a)  Clinics.  Under  their  jurisdiction  two  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  one  Ante-Natal  Clinic  are  held  weekly 
in  the  district.  I he  Health  Visitor  for  the  area  has  the  assistance 
of  a colleague  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  As 
she  is  also  the  School  Nurse  she  supervises  the  health  and  clean- 
liness of  the  children  attending  the  four  schools. 

(b)  Domicilary  Midwifery.  1 here  are  three  Midwives 
working  in  the  area.  Owing  to  the  facilities  offered  by  a Mater- 
nity Home  and  a Hospital  not  far  outside  the  boundaries  their 
work  is  not  onerous. 

(c)  Home  Nursing.  The  work  of  the  two  Nurses  en- 
gaged in  this  service  is  very  heavy,  particularly  that  part  which 
involves  visiting  in  the  hilly  outlying  areas  1 f the  district. 

(d)  Ambulance  Service.  This  is  based  on  the  head- 
quarters at  Caerleon  and  has  served  the  district  satisfactorily. 

(e)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  These  services  are 
provided  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  also  by  the  general 
practicioners  in  the  area. 

150  children  completed  the  immunisation  course;  136 
being  under  five  years  of  age  and  14  aged  5 — 14  years. 

78  people  were  vaccinated,  71  being  children  under  15 
years  of  age. 

(f)  Domestic  Help  Service.  This  is  administered  as 
part  of  the  No.  8 Area  of  the  County  Council.  Domestic  Helps 
have  rendered  good  service  in  the  district  wherever  home  con- 
ditions have  given  rise  to  the  need  of  their  assistance. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  47 — Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in 
need  of  care  and  attention.  No  proceedings  were  taken  under 
this  Section. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(i)  'l  he  Water  Supply  is  gathered  from  mountain  streams 
and  springs  into  your  own  reservoir  at  Blaen-Bran,  augmented  by 
bulk  supplies  from  Newport  Corporation.  Both  supplies  are 
filtered,  chemically  treated  and  chlorinated  before  distribution. 
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f The  drought  period  l'rom  June  to  September  so  reduced 

your  storage  and  supplies  from  Blaen-Bran  that  the  emergency 
pumping  supply  from  the  old  Cwmbran  Colliery  Addil  was  put 
into  operation  from  blh  July  to  19th  October,  and  maintained 
adequate  supplies. 

There  are  still  a few  isolated  houses  in  the  area  which 
derive  their  water  supply  from  wells.  Samples  are  periodically 
taken  and  subjected  to  bacteriological  examination. 

Provisional  sanction  has  been  given  by  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health  for  the  provision  of  Additional  Water  Supplies  con- 
sisting of  new  mains,  service  reservoir,  pumping  and  additional 
chemical  treatment  plant,  to  implement  supplies  during  periods 
of  drought. 

The  water  supply  for  the  year  was  generally  adequate. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  whole  of  the  area  is  now 
served  with  the  exception  of  the  Woodlands,  Upper  Cwmbran, 
Spring  Yale  and  Nightingale  Row.  It  is  proposed  to  lay  new 
sewers  in  the  very  near  future  to  bring  these  properties  into  the 
Council’s  sewerage  system. 

(iii)  Rivers  and  Streams.  The  completion  of  the  above 
works  should  materially'  reduce  the  pollution  of  the  rivers  and 
streams. 

(iv)  The  Council  carry  out  the  collection  of  refuse  by  means 
of  covered  freighter  vehicles  and  the  disposal  is  as  before,  viz., 
tipping  in  waste  areas. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Council  have  appointed  a full-time  Rodent  Operative 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  ouL  the  practical  measures  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  respect  to  Private  DwelTngs  and 
Business  Premises.  The  Surveyor's  Department  have  carried  out 
a bi-annual  treatment  of  the  Sewers  in  conjunction  with  the 
Rodent  Operator. 

CIVIC  SERVICE  EXHIBITION. 

A Civic  Exhibition  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  was  held  in  the  Spring.  The  attendances  during  the 
week  were  very  good  and  the  various  exhibits  and  demonstrations 
were  a huge  success.  The  exhibits  dealt  with  : — 

(1)  Clean  Food. 


w (2)  Milk  Production — A full-sized  cowshed  and  a 

Baclereological  Department  showing  the  public  how  milk  was 
tested  and  reported  upon. 

(3)  Public  Health  Department — Contamination  of  Food 
— Meat  Inspection  and  Food  Poisoning. 

(4)  Finance  Department — How  the  Rates  are  Spent. 

(5)  Surveyor’s  Department  — Water  Supply  — New 
Houses,  etc. 

(6)  Handicrafts- — The  Work  of  Local  Social  Services. 

(7)  Youth  Clubs — Display  of  various  activities. 

(8)  Red  Cross — 1 he  local  work  of  this  organisation 
together  with  the  various  activities  of  the  aged  people. 

(9)  Safety  First. 

(10)  The  work  in  the  garden  and  allotments. 

The  success  c f the  exhibition  was  mainly  due  to  the  pre- 
liminary committee  work  and  the  interest  shown  by  the  various 
groups. 

Physical  Culture  displays  were  arranged  and  this  brought 
forward  a keen  interest  by  the  public. 

The  final  attraction  was  a Lecture  given  by  Dr.  Scott 
Thompson  of  the  Medical  Research  Council,  who  addressed  a 
large  number  of  people  on  Food  Poisoning. 

PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

The  number  of  Informal  Notices  served  was  123. 

Statutory  Notices,  54. 

Informal  Notices  complied  with,  91. 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with,  38. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  OR  POOLS. 

There  are  no  publicly  or  privately  owned  swimming 
baths  or  pools  in  your  area. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  water  supply  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  public 
elementary  schools  situated  in  your  district  are  generally 
satisfactory. 

It  wras  not  found  necessary  to  close  the  schools  during 
the  year  on  account  of  infectious  diseases. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  & BAKEHOUSES. 

104  inspections  of  Registered  Factories,  Workshops  and 


Bakehouses  were  made  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  defects  found  ...  ...  26 

Defects  remedied  ...  . . ...  26 

Informal  Notices  Served  ...  ...  13 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  7 

Defective  Closet  Accommodation  ...  11 

Limewashing  ...  ...  ...  8 


In  each  case  Informal  Notices  were  complied  with. 

No  Statutory  Action  was  found  necessary. 

REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 
FORMAL  NOTICE. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

A — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  82 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 


(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  9 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — - 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Notices  wrere  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


C — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  demolition  orders  were  made  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  — 
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D — Proceedings  under  Sections  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing 
orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — In  the  Autumn  the  control  and  administra- 
tion of  farm  buildings  became  the  duty  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture. The  local  authorities  were  then  only  concerned  with  the 
taking  of  samples  of  milk  lor  bacteriological  analysis  and  the 
registration  of  retailers  of  raw  and  graded  milk. 

Samples  oi  milk  taken  from  time  to  time  were  mainly 
satisfactory. 


UNSOUND  FOODSTUFFS. 


All  foodshops  have  been  periodically  inspected  during 

the  year. 

The  following  unsound  foodstuffs  have  been  surrendered 
and  destroyed 

Tins  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  gb 

1 ins  of  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Jins  of  Fish  ...  ...  ...  39 

Meat  (lbs)  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Bacon  (lbs)  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Cheese  (lbs)  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Food  Poisoning. — No  food  poisoning  outbreaks  occurred 
during  the  year. 

Diphtheria. — One  case  occurred  during  the  year,  in  a 
child  who  had  come  from  another  area  and  had  not  been  immun- 
ised. She  was  removed  to  hospital  and  recovered  satisfactorily. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. — 119  and  64  cases 
respectively  were  notified  and  were  not  of  a severe  type. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.— No  case  occurred  during  the  year. 
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T1  FI  ABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Total  Cases 

Cases  Admitted 

Total 

Disease 

Notified 

into  Hospital 

Deaths 

Small  Fox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

47 

4 

— 

Diphtheria 

1. 

i 

— 

Measles 

1 19 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

t>4 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

(including  Paratyphoi 

d)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

20 

— 

5 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 
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1.  Scarlet  Fever 

— 2 

9 24 

1 1 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

2.  Diphtheria 

— — 

— — 

I 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

3.  Whooping  Cough 

10  21 

17  *5 

I 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

4.  Measles 

6 32 

36  44 

I 

i'UBERCULOSIS. 
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Cases  and 

Mortality 
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NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Age  Periods 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

O 

O 

0 

O O 

O 

0 

O 

0 

I 

O 

0 

O O 

O 

0 

O 

0 

5 
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0 

O I 

O 

0 

O 

0 

10 

O 

O 

O O 

O 

0 

O 

0 

15 

■> 

0 

O O 

O 

0 

O 

0 

20 

O 

0 

O O 

0 

0 

O 

0 

25 

3 

0 

O O 

O 

1 

O 

0 

35 

0 

0 

O O 

O 

0 

O 

0 

45 

0 

0 

O O 

O 

2 

O 

0 

55 

I 

0 

O I 

O 

1 

O 

I 

65  & upwards 

1 

0 

O O 

O 

0 

O 

O 

Totals 

7 

0 

O 2 

O 

4 

O 

1 

Death  rate  .31 

per  1 

,000  of  the  population. 

Death  rate 

England  & Wales 

.45  per  t ,000. 

HOUSING. 


Perm.  Traditional 
Prefab.  Houses 


Prefab. 


Number  of  Houses  owned  by  Local  B1SF 


Authority  on  31st  December  1949  200  100  532 

Number  of  Local  Authority  Houses  in 

course  of  erection  on  31st  Dec.  1949  — — 24 

Number  of  Houses  for  which  sanction 
had  been  given  but  which  had  not 

been  commenced  on  31st  Dec.  1949  — — 36 

Total  Number  of  Houses  Erected  Perm.  Traditional 

During  the  Year  : — Prefab.  Prefab.  Houses 


By  Local  Authority  ..  ...  ...  — — 24 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  — — 2 

Total  ...  — — 26 

Number  of  houses  under  construction 
b)  Private  Enterprise,  but  not  com- 
pleted on  31st  December,  1949  - — — 8 


Whilst  provision  of  housing  accommodation  for  larger 
families  is  progressing  as  fast  as  possible  many  small 
families  are  in  the  hopeless  position  of  having  no  prospect  of  being 
adequately  housed  until  they  have  at  least  two  children,  while 
living  at  present  in  such  circumstances  that  they  have  no  accom- 
modation for  even  one  child. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council  will  soon  consider  in 
the  housing  scheme  the  provision  of  suitable  dwellings  for  single 
people,  childless  couples  and  these  with  only  one  child. 

Modern  ideas  in  construction  have  overcome  the  ancient 
objections  to  several  families  living  under  one  roof,  and  varying 
sizes  of  flats  can  be  constructed  in  one  building  so  that  many 
people  can  be  housed  satisfactorily  at  one  time  with  economy  -T 
space,  while  the  buildings  themselves  can  be  aesthetically  pleasing 
without  being  financially  extravagant. 

I am,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EVELYN  D.  OWEN. 


